SURASHTRA   PENINSULA.              {

treeless and deserted. One temple only
dedicated to Mata, the goddess of smal
pox, remains; it is in charge of a fev
Gosaens, but receives little veneratioi
in modern times. Opposite Bate are th(
cliffs which afford the sacred chalk., s<
highly prized at Dwaka.* These forn
headlands to the peninsula; and witl
Bate., present a safe and cairn roadstead
usually filled with boats of small burthen
waiting a favourable wind, for the prose
cution of their voyages.

Early as the Greek invasion,, was this
spot famous as a nest of daring and reckless
pirates, known as the " Sangars of Bate
men who, steeped in crime, and hardenec
in defiance of all human law, yet professec
a purity of religious faith, and were
the devoted worshippers of Budda Trivi-
crama, the original deity of the neighbour-
ing Dwaka-nath.*

*  Particularly used by the Gosaens, to mark the
trisool, or emblem of Siva, on their bodies.

* Budda, as an incarnation of Vishnu the preserver,